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Faiza Ilyas December 14, 2019  

 

 

 

KARACHI: Accusing the Sindh Healthcare Commission (SHCC) officials of “misusing authority, 

harassing and blackmailing doctors” at a press conference held on Friday, the Pakistan Medical 

Association (PMA) demanded that the government restructure the commission as per law and remove 

“corrupt directors” from the body.  

The event was organised at the PMA House.  

Expressing deep concern over the current state of affairs at the commission, Dr Abdul Ghafoor Shoro, 

PMA-Karachi general secretary, said that over the past few months the association had been approached 

by a large number of doctors especially from the interior areas of Sindh, all accusing the SHCC officials 

of “misconduct, harassment and blackmailing”.  

“At a recent meeting held in Karachi, complainants including doctors and administrators of different 

healthcare facilities shared that commission officials were raiding hospitals and clinics and sealing them 

on the spot after expressing dissatisfaction over how these facilities were being operated,” he said. 

The commission, he alleged, was violating the act which called for third-party evaluation through 

independent performance/clinical audit of healthcare establishments in the private sector. The 

commission’s officials were not authorised to carry out inspection.  

“The commission was set up to improve the standards of healthcare facilities and to eliminate quackery 

from Sindh.  
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“But, unfortunately, its officials are harassing and blackmailing qualified doctors and indirectly 

supporting quackery,” he alleged, regretting that the association was deeply disappointed as it helped the 

government pass a law to regulate the healthcare system.  

Recalling why doctors felt the need for such a regulatory body, Dr Qaiser Sajjad, PMA-centre secretary 

general, said the idea was to provide a forum to families accusing doctor/s of negligence and death of 

their loved ones, and discourage violence, to report their complaints.  

“Still, we believe that the commission should continue but with an improvement in its operation for 

which the regulatory body must stop acting like a police force. If officials find some deficiencies at a 

health setting, they should inform the relevant administration in writing about them and give it sufficient 

time to reply to commission’s reservations,” he said.  

Actions like raiding and sealing premises, however, were a violation of the act and counterproductive as 

they discouraged qualified doctors already working in a compromised and unfair system, he argued.  

The PMA representatives alleged that doctors whose health facilities had been sealed were called to the 

SHCC office in Karachi where they had to wait for hours, at times for days and months, before they 

were finally fined for de-sealing their premises. 

This was really traumatic and creating unrest, especially among doctors working in the interior areas of 

Sindh. 

“If this situation persists and doctors took law into their hands, the commission would be responsible,” 

he warned. 

“We demand that the commission be restructured as an autonomous regulatory body per law, posts 

advertised and experts appointed on merit,” he said, criticising that all this was happening under the 

incumbent acting chief executive officer.  

Dr Qazi Wasiq, PMA-centre treasurer, said the country had various medical societies working in 

specialised areas for decades and had developed guidelines for professionals.  

“The commission needs to first develop guidelines in consultation with relevant stakeholders, create 

awareness on this and give time to relevant practitioners before questioning them over their procedures,” 

he said.  

Sharing details of his encounter with SHCC officials, Dr Saad Khalid Niaz, one of city’s leading 

gastroenterologists who conducts free of cost clinic at the Civil Hospital Karachi, said officials 

questioned him over the endoscopy procedure, sterilisation and use of specific equipment, which were 

being done as per international standards.  

“God forbid, we are not criminals. This is a specialised area for which guidelines are developed by 

professional bodies,” he said, describing the approach as extremely discouraging for doctors engaged in 

volunteer work. 
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PMA alleges Sindh Health Care Commission 

harassing doctors  

M. Waqar Bhatti 

December 14, 2019  

The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) on Friday castigated the Sindh Healthcare 

Commission (SHCC) for its alleged failure to improve the standards of health care 

facilities and eradicate quackery. The PMA also claimed that the commission had started 

harassing doctors, closing down medical facilities and creating hurdles in their 

functioning.  

“The Sindh Healthcare Commission has started acting as police and FIA and they are 

raiding health facilities as if they are crime dens. Sindh Healthcare Commission was 

supposed to improve the health care facilities and eradicate quackery but instead of that, 

its acting chief executive officer and directors have started harassing doctors,” said PMA 

Secretary General Dr Qaiser Sajjad as he addressed a news conference at the PMA 

House, Karachi. 

Accompanied by PMA Central Treasurer Dr Qazi Wasiq, PMA Karachi President Dr 

Khalil Mukaddam, PMA Karachi General Secretary Dr Abdul Ghafoor Shoro and PMA 

Karachi Joint Secretary Dr Ismail Memon, Dr Sajjad said the association was deeply 

concerned over recent actions of SHCC officials. 

“Basically, the mandate of SHCC was to improve the standard of health care facilities 

and eradication of quackery from Sindh province. But unfortunately they are going 

beyond their mandate; they are harassing the qualified doctors and indirectly supporting 

the quackery,” Dr Sajjad claimed. 

He added that according to reports, there were over 200,000 quacks in Sindh, of whom 

80,000 were in Karachi but the SHCC took no action against them since it was 

established. 

The PMA office-bearers said they had several meetings with the commission in which 

they talked about different issues being faced by qualified doctors. They added that the 

PMA had been a facilitator of the commission but officials of the SHCC never shared any 

data regarding action taken against quackery. 
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“We have received a lot of complaints all over Sindh regarding misbehaviour and 

harassment by directors and assistants of the Sindh Healthcare Commission,” Dr Sajjad 

said. 

Demanding complete restructuring of the SHCC, the PMA office-bearers said current 

directors and the chief executive officer of the commission were incompetent and 

creating unrest in doctors’ community. They added that the SHCC should make its 

standard operating procedures public. 

“Apart from being a regulatory authority, the SHCC should also play its role for 

improved healthcare facilities instead of closing down already insufficient facilities,” the 

PMA secretary general said, adding that SHCC officials should fight against the menace 

of quackery instead of working as agents of quacks. 

Harassment and blackmailing of doctors by the SHCC officials is not acceptable by the 

medical fraternity, PMA leaders said, adding that any inspection or inquiry against a 

legitimate health care facility should be conducted by neutral medical committees and not 

by SHCC officials. 

“Since SHCC is working beyond its mandate and authority, doctors will not entertain 

their notices and unlawful actions,” Dr Sajjad said. 
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 سندھ ہیلتھ کیئر کمیشن بدنام ادارہ بن گیا،پی ایم اے
  

ٹر قیصر سجاد ڈاک کراچی )اسٹاف رپورٹر( پاکستان میڈیکل ایسوسی ایشن سینٹر کےسیکرٹری جنرل

کی طرح بدنام  کیئر کمیشن پولیس ئے کہا ہے کہ سندھ ہیلتھنے پریس کانفرنس سے خطاب کرتے ہو

ے چھاپہ مار کر لیکن سندھ ہیلتھ کئیر کمیشن کی جانب س ادارہ بن گیا ہے،شہر میں اچھے اسپتال بنے

 ہا ہے، اتائیجاتا ہے۔ سندھ ہیلتھ کیئر کمیشن مینڈیٹ کے خالف کام کر ر نقص نکال کر سیل کردیا

ہیں ہراساں ہے، ان ی کرنے کی بجائے ڈاکٹرز کے خالف کارروائی کی جاتیڈاکٹرز کے خالف کارروائ

ی جاتی ہے سیکشن میں جا کر پوچھ گچھ ک کیا جاتا ہے، رجسٹریشن کا عمل تاحال رکا ہوا ہے، اکأونٹ

لیل مقدم،خازن ہے،اس موقع پر صدر پی ایم اے سینٹر ڈاکٹر خ جو سندھ ہیلتھ کیئر کمیشن کا کام نہیں

 یکرٹریجنرل سیکرٹری پی ایم اے کراچی ڈاکٹر عبدالغفور شورو اور جوائنٹ س ضی واثق،ڈاکٹر قا

 ڈاکٹر اسماعیل میمن بھی موجود تھے۔
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